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September 25, 2020 

 

Dear Sisters and Brothers, 

Covid-19 has certainly disrupted our lives.  We have been unable to meet since late March, it has 
been a long, sad, stressful time, and I know we have all missed getting together.  It is with great 
pleasure, that I inform you, WE ARE ABLE TO MEET AGAIN!! 

The Most Worshipful Grand Master of Idaho, Steve Zimmerman, has given The Masonic Lodges 
of Idaho the authority to reopen, if their officers decide to do so, and if local conditions allow.  
This is incredibly good news for Idaho OES. This will allow a Mason to attend a concordant 
body meeting or event, and if the Masonic Lodge has decided to open their Lodge Building, we 
will be able to hold our meeting.  This reopening is not going to be easy, there are protocols 
which will need to be followed. We will be required to abide to the guidelines established by the 
Grand Lodge of Idaho, the Masonic Lodge in which we meet, the MWGM, Marianne Shenefelt’s 
instructions, if you don’t meet in a Masonic Hall the requirements of that venue, and your local 
governmental requirements.  

Prior to the opening of a Chapter, the following MUST be done: 
• Each Chapter will contact the governing body of the Lodge in which they meet and 

make sure that an OES Meeting can be held in their building. If your Chapter does 
not meet in a Masonic Hall, make sure that the location in which you meet is okay 
with your Chapter resuming meetings in their facility. 

• Discuss with the governing body of the Lodge, how each Chapter will deal with the 
required cleaning and disinfecting of the Lodge, the required supplies needed, and 
requirements for health screening for a member to enter. If you do not meet in a 
Masonic Hall, discuss the cleaning and disinfecting requirements of the venue in 
which you meet. 

• Check with your local governmental jurisdiction to ensure a meeting can be held 
and is not in violation of their rules for the number of people who can attend a 
meeting. 



• Contact your membership and let them know we are going to start meeting again 
and let them know if they do not feel comfortable about attending a meeting that is 
okay. 

Before, During and After Meeting Check List: 
• All Chapter Rooms should be sanitized using a CDC approved sanitizer, such as a 

solution of at least 70% alcohol in a spray bottle, misting all touchable surfaces, 
such as doorknobs, handrails, gavel, secretary’s desk and alter before the Bible is 
placed on it. The solution should remain on the surface for 1 minute, before being 
wiped off with a onetime use towel. 

• Everyone attending a meeting must be screened using the attached form. (anyone 
who answers YES to any question will be asked to go home). 

• Everyone attending must have their temperature taken before they can enter. 
(anyone who has a temperature of 100 degrees of more cannot attend the meeting and 
will be asked to go home). 

• Hand sanitizer should be available in convenient locations. 
• Everyone attending will wear a facemask or shield which covers the nose and 

mouth. (see MWGM’s letter dated September 23, 2020, which is attached to this letter, 
please see paragraph 2, I have included the use of a face shield, for people who have 
issues with the masks, but one or the other must be worn). 

• Everyone will maintain 6 feet of social distancing. 
• No more people can attend a meeting that can safely distance, given the size of your 

Chapter Room. 
• Unfortunately, there will be no singing, (see MWGM’s letter dated June 16, 2020). 

Music can be played, but sadly no singing 
• No hugging or hand shaking. (This is the worst because we love to hug). 
• The Chapter Room must be sanitized, as noted above, when closed.   

I am attaching a supply list for each Chapter (I encourage you to get with your Lodge to see if 
you can share the required items) and the screening questionnaire. 

I know this opening will not be easy, but I am thrilled to be getting back to business. Please 
remember that loving kindness and common sense MUST prevail. If you have any questions or 
concerns, please do not hesitate to give me a call. 

Star Love,  

Jeanne Jennings 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

	


